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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only 
if the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-37, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Steele et 
al (Hereinafter Steele U.S Pub: 2002/0072975 A1). 

As per claim 1 , Steele discloses a method for selecting at least one offer regarding 
a financial product, comprising: 

determining a plurality of offers regarding a financial product available for a campaign; 

determining at least one of said plurality of offers that complies with a requirement 

associated with said campaign(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 

0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 

determining a plurality of recipients associated with said determined at 

least one of said plurality of offers; and 

providing said determined at least one of said plurality of offers to at least one of said 
plurality of recipients, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027- 
0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 2, Steele discloses wherein said determining a plurality of offers 
available for a campaign includes at least one of the following: and 
receiving data indicative of said plurality of offers; and 
receiving a request to use one of a plurality of offers for a campaign; and 
receiving information regarding a plurality of recipients of previous offers, (see column 1 
paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036- 
0174). 
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As per claim 3, Steele discloses wherein said determining at least one of said plurality 
of offers that complies with a requirement associated with said campaign includes at 
least one of the following: 

selecting one offer from said plurality of offers that best complies with said requirement; 

selecting at least two offers from said plurality of offers that comply 

with said requirement when implemented together, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 

column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 

creating a score for each of said plurality of offers, an offer's score 

being indicative of a degree of compliance with said requirement by said offer; 

ranking each of said plurality of offers according to degree of compliance with said 

requirement and using at least the best ranked offer for said campaign; and 

scoring each of said plurality of offers according to degree of 

compliance with said requirement and selecting at least one of said plurality of 

offers based, at least in part, on said scoring, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 

column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 4, Steele discloses wherein said determining a plurality of recipients 
associated with said determined at least one of said plurality of offers includes at least 
one of the following: 

receiving data indicative of said plurality of recipients; and 

receiving data indicative of a plurality of segments of recipients, wherein each of said 
plurality of segments is associated with at least one of said plurality of offers. . (see 
column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 
paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 5, Steele discloses wherein said providing said determined at least 
one of said plurality of offers to at least one of said plurality of recipients includes at 
least one of the following: 

providing said determined at least one of said plurality of offers via an email message; 
providing said determined at least one of said plurality of offers via an instant message 
communication, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 
and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
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conveying said determined at least one of said plurality of offers via a letter; and 
conveying said determined at least one of said plurality of offers via an electronic signal. 
. (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 
paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 6, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining said requirement. . (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 
0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 7, Steele discloses wherein said requirement includes at least one of 
the following: 

a requirement that said campaign have a minimum recipient pool size; a requirement 

that said campaign have a maximum recipient pool size; a requirement that said 

campaign have a minimum number of respondents to an offer; 

a requirement that at least a minimum number of recipients of one of said plurality of 

offers complete said designated action, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 

paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 

a requirement that said campaign have not greater than a designated cost; and 

a requirement that said campaign have a maximum number of recipients. . (see column 

1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 

0036-0174). 

As per claim 8, Steele discloses wherein said determined at least one of said 
plurality of offers includes at least one of the following: 
an offer for a discount on purchases made using said financial product; 
an offer to receive a reissued credit card, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
an offer for a discount on purchases made using said financial product at a specific 
merchant; 

an offer for a discount on purchases made using said financial product during a 
designated time period. . (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027- 
0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 
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As per claim 9, Steele discloses wherein said financial product includes at least 
one of the following: 

a credit card; and a debit card. . (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 10, Steele discloses further comprising: 
receiving a request to conduct said campaign. 

As per claim 1 1 , Steele discloses wherein said determined at least one of said plurality 
of recipients includes a plurality of segments, each of said plurality of segments 
including at least one of said plurality of recipients. 

As per claim 12, Steele discloses wherein each of said plurality of segments has 
an associated characteristic indicative of a member of said segment's likelihood of 
completing a designated action associated with said determined one of said plurality of 
offers, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 
3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 13, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining information regarding at least one of said potential recipients. . (see column 
1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 
0036-0174). 

As per claim 14, Steele discloses wherein said determining information regarding 
at least one of said potential recipients includes at least one of the following: receiving a 
list of at list two of said potential recipients; receiving demographic information regarding 
at least one of said potential recipients, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
receiving credit history information regarding at least one of said potential recipients; 
receiving lifestyle information regarding at least one of said potential recipients; and 
receiving credit performance information regarding at least one of said potential 
recipients, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and 
column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 15 Steele discloses a method for selecting at least one offer 
regarding a financial product to make to a recipient, comprising: 
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determining, for each offer of a plurality of potential offers regarding a 
financial product, a plurality of segments of potential recipients of said offer, 
wherein each segment for an offer has an associated response rate indicative of 
a member of said segment completing a designated action associated with said 
segment after receiving said offer, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
determining at least one objective associated with a campaign, wherein 
said campaign will include at least one of said plurality of potential offers; 
determining at least one offer from said plurality of offers that 
complies with said at least one objective, and providing a notification indicative of at 
least one member of at least one segment of potential recipients associated with said 
determined at least one offer. . (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 
0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 16, Steele discloses wherein said determining, for each offer of a 
plurality of potential offers regarding a financial product, a plurality of segments of 
potential recipients of said offer, wherein each segment for an offer has an associated 
response rate indicative of a member of said segment completing a designated action 
after receiving said offer, includes at least one of the following: 
receiving demographic information regarding at least one of said 
plurality of potential recipients; 

receiving credit history information regarding at least one of said plurality of potential 
recipients . (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and 
column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 

receiving lifestyle information regarding at least one of said plurality of potential 
recipients; and 

receiving credit performance information regarding at least one of said plurality of 
potential recipients.(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 
and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 1 7, Steele discloses wherein said determining, for each offer of a 
plurality of potential offers regarding a financial product, a plurality of segments of 
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potential recipients of said offer, wherein each segment for an offer has an associated 

response rate indicative of a member of said segment completing a designated action 

after receiving said offer, includes at least one of the following: 

identifying segments of previous recipients of offers.(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 

column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 

determining a score for at least one of said plurality of potential 

recipients based on designated variables, said score being indicative of said at least 

one of said plurality of potential recipients completing said designated action; and 

determining responses by at least some of said plurality of potential recipients to at least 

one previous offer regarding said financial product.(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 

column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 18, Steele discloses wherein said determining at least one objective 
associated with a campaign includes at least one of the following: determining a 
requirement that said campaign have a minimum number of respondents to an offer; 
determining a requirement that at least a minimum number of recipients of one of said 
plurality of offers complete said designated action; determining a requirement that said 
campaign have not greater than a designated cost.(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 
column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
determining a requirement that said campaign have a maximum number of recipients; 
receiving data indicative of said at least one objective; and receiving data indicative of a 
location where information regarding said at least one objective can be found, .(see 
column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 
paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 19, Steele discloses wherein said determining at least one offer 
from said plurality of offers that complies with said at least one objective includes at 
least one of the following: 

selecting at least one offer from said plurality of offers that best 
complies with said at least one objective; 

selecting at least two offers from said plurality of offers that comply 
with said at least one objective when implemented together; 
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creating a score for each of said plurality of offers, an offer's score being indicative of a 
degree of compliance with said at least one objective by said offer.(see column 1 
paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036- 
0174) ranking each of said plurality of offers according to degree of compliance with 
said at least one objective and using at least the best ranked offer for said campaign; 
and scoring each of said plurality of offers according to degree of 
compliance with said at least one objective and selecting at least one of said 
plurality of offers based, at least in part, on said scoring.(see column 1 paragraph 0004 
and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 20, Steele discloses providing at notification indicative of at least 
one member of at least one segment of potential recipients associated with said 
determined at least one offer includes at least one of the following: 
providing said determined offer to at least one member of at least one 
segment of potential recipients associated with said determined offer; and 6providing a 
communication that includes a list of identified recipients of said determined offer, (see 
column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 
paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 21 , Steele discloses further comprising: 
providing said determined offer to at least one member of at least one segment of 
potential recipients associated with said determined at least one offer, (see column 1 
paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036- 
0174). 

As per claim 22, Steele discloses wherein said notification includes at least one of 
the following: 
an email message; 
an instant message communication; 
an electronic signal, a letter, and 

a message sent to a postal address, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 23, Steele discloses wherein a designated action associated with a 



Application/Control Number: 10/036,172 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3628 

segment may include at least one of the following: 
use of said financial product; 
incremental use of said financial product; 
purchase of a product with said financial product; 
signing up for a credit card; 
agreeing to accept a credit card; 

using a credit card, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 
and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 24, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining a designated action associated with at least one segment, (see column 1 
paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036- 
0174). 

As per claim 25, Steele discloses wherein a designated action associated with a 
first segment from a first plurality of segments is different than a designated action for a 
second segment from said first plurality of segments, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 
and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 26, Steele discloses further comprising: 
receiving a request to conduct said campaign, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 
column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 27, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining use of said financial product by a recipient of said 
determined at least one offer, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 
0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 22, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining incremental use of said financial product by a recipient of 3 said 
determined offer, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 
and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 9, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining at least one of said plurality of offers, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 
column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 
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As per claim 30, Steele discloses selecting at least one offer regarding a financial 
product to provide to a recipient, comprising: 
determining a first plurality of segments of potential recipients of a 
first offer, wherein each of said first plurality of segments has an associated 
response rate, and wherein a segment's associated response rate is indicative 
of a member of said segment completing a designated action associated with 
said segment after receiving said first offer(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
determining a second plurality of segments of potential recipients of a 
second offer, wherein each of said second plurality of segments has an 
associated response rate, and wherein a segment's associated response rate is 
indicative of a member of said segment completing a designated action 
associated with said segment after receiving said second offer; 
determining at least one objective associated with a campaign 

regarding said financial product(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 
0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) and 

providing either said first offer to at least one member of at least one segment from said 

first plurality of segments if said first offer meets said at 

least one objective better than said second offer, or said second offer to at least 

one member of at least one segment from said second plurality of segments if 

said second offer meets said at least one objective better than said first offer, (see 

column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 

paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 32, Steele discloses wherein a designated action associated with a 
first segment from said first plurality of segments is different than a designated action for 
a second segment from said first plurality of segments, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 
and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 32, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining said first offer, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 
0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 
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As per claim 33, Steele discloses further comprising: 
determining if said first offer complies with said at least one objective better than said 
second offer, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and 
column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 34, Steele discloses a method for determining an offer regarding a 
financial product to provide to a recipient, comprising: 
determining a plurality of potential offers for a campaign regarding a 
financial product, said campaign having at least one associated requirement 
and at least one designated action(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
determining, for each offer from said plurality of potential offers, a 
plurality of segments of potential recipients of said offer, wherein each 
segment from said plurality of segments has an associated characteristic, said 
characteristic being indicative of a member of said segment completing said 
designated action after receiving said offer(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 
paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
detaining which offer from said plurality of offers best complies 
with said at least one requirement; and providing said determined offer to at least one 
member of a segment of the plurality of segments associated with said determined 
offer, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 
3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 35, Steele discloses a method for determining an offer regarding a 
financial product, comprising: 

determining, for each offer of a plurality of potential offers regarding a financial product, 
a plurality of segments of potential recipients of said offer, wherein each segment for an 
offer has an associated response rate indicative of a member of said segment 
completing a designated action associated with said segment after receiving said offer; 
determining at least one objective associated with a campaign, wherein said campaign 
will include at least one of said plurality of potential offers; determining a score for at 
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least one of a said plurality of offers, said score being indicative of said at least one 
offer's compliance with said at least one objective; and 

providing a notification indicative of said score, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and 
column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 36, Steele discloses a system for determining an offer regarding a 
financial product, comprising* memory; 
a communication port; and 

a processor connected to said memory and said communication port, said processor 
being operative to: 

determine a plurality of offers regarding a financial product available for a campaign; 
determine one of said plurality of offers that complies with a requirement associated 
with said campaign; 

determine a plurality of recipients associated with said determined one of said plurality 
of offers(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and 
column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 

and provide said determined one of said plurality of offers to at least one of said 
plurality of recipients, (see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027- 
0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 

As per claim 37, Steele discloses a computer program product in a computer 
readable medium for determining an offer regarding a financial product, comprising: 
first instructions for identifying a plurality of offers regarding a financial product available 
for a campaign; 

second instructions for identifying one of said plurality of offers that complies with a 
requirement associated with said campaign(see column 1 paragraph 0004 and column 
2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174) 
third instructions for identifying a plurality of recipients associated with said determined 
one of said plurality of offers; and 

fourth instructions for sending a communication regarding said determined one of said 
plurality of offers to at least one of said plurality of recipients, (see column 1 paragraph 
0004 and column 2 paragraph 0027-0035 and column 3-13 paragraph 0036-0174). 
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Conclusion 



3. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicants 
disclosure. 

Eder (US 2001/0034686 A 1 ) teaches method of and system for defining and 
measuring the real options of a commercial enterprise. 

Sandretto (US PATENT: 5, 812, 988) teaches method and system for jointly of 
estimating cash flows simulated returns risk measures and present values for a plurality 
of assets. 

Horsfall (US Patent 2003/0083973 A1) teaches electronic trading system. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 
for regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




CG 



August 31, 2006 



